


A PERSONAL VIEW OF HERITAGE

When the Seeligson Trust put

143 Barrack Street up for sale in 2008
there was a buzz of interest in the
property market, along with just a touch
of concern from heritage enthusiasts.
As one of the city’s gems, this little
building needed someone with a sound
understanding of conservation principles
to bring back its sparkle.

Fortunately for the city, Peter
Rossdeutscher is just the sort of person
to tackle the challenges that care of
such a building presents. With the
advice of a quality conservation builder,
Peter is taking time to understand what
will work in the spaces provided.

“My wife and I took on this building
because we loved the facade, the quirky
attic rooms and the individuality of the
place” explains Peter. “There’s a long
term view in a project like this but it's a
wonderful building with a great history
so is well worth the effort.”

The Rossdeutschers have made use of a
City of Perth Heritage Grant to support
urgent works to make the building
weatherproof and to fund a conservation
plan. As a key building in the area, it is
hoped that the restoration of

143 Barrack Street hints at a brighter
future for this overlooked part of the

Peter Rossdeutscher the owner of
143 Barrack Street .

If you haven't yet explored Barrack
Street it’s well worth a look.

Our mystery house, 143 Barrack Street
is at the northern end opposite the old
Railway Hotel.

SPOTLIGHT ON... THE BURRA CHARTER

Many heritage policies and plans will
reference the Burra Charter. But just
what is it, and why is the world following
an Australian lead in heritage
conservation?

The Charter is the work of the Australian
chapter of ICOMOS (the International
Council on Monuments and Sites), an
international body of heritage
professionals. Its beginnings lie in the
steps taken by the international
community to protect sites of cultural
heritage significance after World War 1.
These agreements recognised a common
responsibility for safeguarding and
handing on the inherited fabric of society
to the next generation.

By the 1970s the understanding of
heritage had evolved and new standards
were required. Australia ICOMOS drew
up a new charter, which was ratified by
the national committee at Burra, South
Australia, in 1979. Several updates later,
the principles of the 1999 Burra Charter
form the basis of heritage conservation
policy around the world.

EXTRACTS FROM THE BURRA CHARTER

Conservation is based on a respect for
the existing fabric, use, associations
and meanings. It requires a cautious
approach of changing as much as
necessary but as little as possible.

Demolition of significant fabric of a
place is generally not acceptable.
However, in some cases minor
demolition may be appropriate as part
of conservation.

For further information and to explore
the Charter in full, look at
WWW.icomos.org/australia.

CONTACTS

Information on heritage can be found on
the City of Perth website at
www.cityofperth.wa.gov.au/heritage

For advice and enquiries please
telephone: 9461 3249 or 9461 3113 or
email heritage@cityofperth.wa.gov.au

This publication is available in different formats on request.



